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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 2,336 NA 6,848 232
1940 1,874 NA 5,008 402
1945 3,018 NA 10,573  219
1950 2,282 1,213 11,267 229
1954 3,371 1,035 13,612 298
1959 2,081  472 15,445 327
1964 3,226   263 8,258 231
1969 2,741 236 14,796 118
1974  2,808  42 17,121 (D)
1978 2,153  18 20,037 156
1982 2,087 74 23,208 (D)
1987 2,411 (D) 17,688 110
1992 1,799 22 19,553 ----
1997 1,656 (D) (D) (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 134 156 201

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 12,797 11,474 8,136
Grains 1,206 1,512 1,281
Tobacco 1,492 (D) (D)
Field seeds, hay, forage,   
and silage 110 51 57
Other field crops 5,449 6,885 5,202
Vegetables, sweet corn     
and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and greenhouse   
products ---- ---- ----
Forest Products Sold (D) (D) 67

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 1,528 3,980 4,206

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) ----
Cattle and calves 442 241 365
Hogs and pigs (D) 3,508 3,442
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- --- (D)
Other livestock and           
products (D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 14,325 15,454 12,343

Custom work and other       
agricultural services: 47 109 141

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 31 75 122 58 27 11 6 330
1978 18 56 101 70 24 13 4 286
1982  8 64  76 56 31 15 6 256
1987 14 34  59 50 22 15 7 201
1992 14 29 48 34 16 11 4 156

1997 6 21 45 30 13 19 ---- 134
1/ Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159 116 92 82
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  97 85 64 52

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 4 3
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 14 11 8
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42 42 33 18
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57 40 29 46
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 61 36 29
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 41 43 30
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 53 53 54
NA  Not available.  
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GREENSVILLE
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Greensville County lies partly in the Piedmont Plateau and
partly in the coastal plain and borders North Carolina. Formed in
1781 from part of Brunswick, the county was probably named after
General Nathaniel Greene; however, it might also have been named
in honor of Sir Richard Greenville, who sympathized with the
colonies in their fight against England.

 In 1997, Greenville land in farms totaled 58,342 acres, or 31
percent of the county's area of 189,094 acres.   According to the
1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 134 farms in the county,
each averaging 435 acres  in size and worth an average of
$422,938, including land and buildings.

The topography of the county is relatively low and flat.  The
eastern part of the county is only 40 to 60 feet above sea level, while
the land rises gently to about 400 feet in western areas.  Included in
Greensville are 135,286 acres of woodland. The frost-free growing
season is about 187 days, usually extending from around April 21 to
October 25.  Annual precipitation averages 45 inches.

While manufacturing in Greensville has increased
considerably in the past several years, agriculture is still of great
importance to the county’s economy.  In 1997, field crops supplied
89 percent of the cash farm income.  The leading crop for the county
is peanuts, followed by flue-cured tobacco and soybeans, a crop that
has continued to increase substantially in the last 8 to 10 years.
Livestock, poultry and poultry products supplied 11 percent of total
value of farm products sold in 1997.  Hogs are the most important
livestock enterprise, but beef cattle furnish considerable income on
many farms.  As much of the county is wooded, the sale of forest
products is also important.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 8,630.  The
total gross personal income that year was $134.5 million, or an
average of $15,580 per capita.  Emporia is the county seat. 



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,311 136,504 21 36,966 9,635 2,848 NA NA NA
1940 1,106 106,978 25 32,890 4,785  2,147 NA NA NA
1945 1,144 120,947 31 34,991 2,707 1,822 1,502 12,124 65,550
1950 1,332 120,208 60 36,473 3,902 1,921  5,355 8,828 59,535
1954 1,161 120,966 86 33,339 3,903 1,324  4,514 9,095 65,991
1959 735 101,480 149 31,425 3,516 3,827  1,734 6,231 52,098
1964 613 87,139 169 27,890 4,762 3,199 2,715 3,323 43,278
1969 532 85,346 238 27,816 7,798 3,525 NA NA NA
1974 2/ 330 78,766 440 29,335 3,756 2,420 NA NA NA
1978 286 79,594 768 30,547 3,962 3,113 2,605 6,763 29,952
1982 256 83,619 1,042 35,860 2,405 2,159 2,862 2,024 34,917
1987 201 73,946 677 29,433 10,682 2,573 1,592 2,957 24,561
1992 156 51,374  711 25,482 5,386 1,626  815 2,682 14,553
1997 134 58,342 963 29,571 7,103 3,093 1,954 456 14,908
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.   2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES 2/ PEACHES 2/

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 547 669 7,749 8,418 415 524 2,956 3,480
1940 549 747 6,482 7,229 435 1,778 2,646 4,424
1945 540 NA NA 6,240 467 NA NA 5,630
1950 546 1,147 2,859 4,006 452 1,401 2,146 3,547
1954* 45 303 355 658 40 250 469 719
1959* 24 100 191 291 18 108 117 225
1964* 7 54 41 95 6 125 25 150
1969* 1/ 2 NA 151 151 2 102 229 331
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/   Not published after 1969.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

TOBACCO COTTON PEANUTS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds Bales Bales Pounds 1/ Pounds 1/
1935 398 799.5 318,214 8,704 1.5 5,940 11,262 NA NA
1940 906 819.8 742,765 5,811 2.5 2,287 10,979 1,279.2 14,044,088
1945 932 1,148.2 1,070,103 5,822 1.1 5,534 12,602 1,193.3 15,038,016
1950 839 981.4 823,424 6,981 1.9 3,762 12,856 1,124.0 14,450,102
1954 1,111 1,145.7 1,272,837 4,438 1.7 2,626 9,330 851.7 7,945,965
1959 721 1,408.5 1,015,518 4,186 1.2 3,446 9,780 1,457.8 14,257,037
1964 654 1,934.6 1,265,250 4,114 1.0 4,268 9,530 2,015.9 19,211,500
1969 602 1,735.9 1,044,997 2,533 1.5 1,705 10,645 2,011.4 21,410,995
1974 486 1,825.9 887,372 1,405 1.0 1,350 9,275 2,542.5 23,581,671
1978 558 2,051.7 1,144,865 (D) (D) (D) 10,386 2,496.0 25,923,832
1982 441 2,212.9 975,892 NA NA NA 11,408 2,317.8 26,441,816
1987 321 2,374.2 762,105 NA NA NA 9,961 2,065.3 20,572,152
1992 349 2,456.5 857,308 6,139 1.1 5,587 8,196 2,746.8 22,512,738
1997 389 2,637.1 1,025,846 11,559 0.9 12,904 8,384 2,455.4 20,585,992

NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 12,310 15.2 187,207 423 10.7 4,534 262 NA NA
1940 10,554 17.9 188,861 202 13.1 2,649 NA NA 2,085
1945 10,752 32.1 345,606 476 18.2 8,644 NA NA 5,788
1950 10,796 30.3 326,830 154 13.2 2,029 513 18.0 9,220
1954 12,153 21.0 254,748 308 19.3 5,946 1,344 6.8 9,131
1959 2/ 9,452 36.7 346,540 459 19.0 8,735 3,121 17.0 52,998
1964 7,576 51.1 387,465 239 24.8 5,934 3,953 19.6 77,586
1969 7,239 73.1 529,349 459 46.1 21,157 4,422 23.0 101,907
1974 8,379 62.8 525,928 1,450 39.5 57,249 7,644 22.3 170,780
1978 9,488 77.2 732,784 631 36.5 23,037 9,303 24.5 227,822
1982 9,631 88.0 847,753 2,585 32.4 83,786 12,324 23.6 290,471
1987 5,510 31.3 172,548 2,081 36.8 76,577 8,719 20.6 179,178
1992 3,386 94.4 319,786 1,294 53.2 68,867 5,272 26.8 141,254
1997 2,008 67.1 134,723 904 54.2 48,980 5,693 20.9 119,251

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 69 21 336 36 564 57 473 192 16,922 320 32,011
1940 7 11 410 214 2,083 43 475 189 14,041 233 25,883
1945 70 43 900 257 7,092 69 775 213 17,988 218 18,874
1950 91 56 1,191 39  754 40 298 91 14,241 98 13,278
1954 125 197 5,711 219 5,047 72 883 31 8,909 61 8,611
1959 27 150 7,008 269 8,413 182 3,264 20 2,376 46 7,075
1964 12 36 1,406 342 13,239 242 5,058 11 1,227 8 1,514
1969 14 81 2,755 448 17,707 141 3,072 NA NA NA NA
1974 20 41 2,435 293 14,307 128 2,874 11 1,031 16 2,126
1978 (D) 60 2,320 135 6,127 19 570 1 58 (D) (D)
1982 79 78 4,085 67 2,210 45 1,230 NA NA 31 9,175
1987 27 NA NA 132 7,014 72 2,660 NA NA NA NA
1992 14 183 12,237 NA NA 77 2,343 NA NA NA NA
1997 34 (D) (D) NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 11,052 25 29 420 357 560 503
1940 11,888 72 101 711 807 365 355
1945 1,759 4 4 490 596 869 1,069
1950 1,668 56 117 565 723 637 784
1954 1,661 80 216 636 706 656 667
1959  564 8 9 260 407 162 209
1964  483 8 10 86 116 110 120
1969  596 15 37 48 120 8 22
1974  656 8 16 NA NA NA NA
1978  811 (D) (D) 467 687 NA NA
1982  445 NA NA 354 941 52 103
1987  881 (D) (D) 649 1,652 193 353
1992 1,089 57 142 582 715 105 742
1997 1,151 (D) (D) 497 1,579 122 116

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

GREENSVILLE


